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Experiment with Truth

n the upper classes in our school, Rajshahi

Lokenath Higher English School, we read a book
entitted My Early Life (1869-1914) written by
Mahatma GandhiThe book was arranged and edited
by Mahadev Desai. It was first published by
Humphery Milford, Oxford University Press in 1930.
The sixth impression was published in 1940. | am in
possession of this precious edition.

In the foreword to the book Mahadev Desai writes,

“The search for and devotion to truth, not only
meaning veracitybut truth which is synonymous with

god and hence is intimately linked with love or Non-
Injury burns throughout the early period with a steady
unflickering flame. The courage which one finds equal to
grapping with mighty potentate and powers has its root in that
sleepless devotion to truth which cannot be lived without love;
courage which thus becomes sacred and makes him, in Enserson’
Language, ‘Everywhere a liberatorbut of a freedom ... that is
ideal ... free to speak truth, not free to lie, free to serve, not free
to exploit, free to sacrifice himself, not free to kill or injure—that
sacred courage will be found in an ample measure even in the

" period before 1914.

K& The year 2025 marked the centenary of the serialization of

Gandhis autobiography originally written in Gujraffhe first
chapter appeared iftNavajivan on 29th November 1925. It
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continued until 3 February 1929. It was translated into nearly 50 languages. It was read
across continents and generations. Gandhi wrote at the oduttsaim ‘not writing my
autobiography to recount my achievements but to describe my experiment with truth.’

He wrote the autobiography at Sabarmatihram between 1925 and 1929. One hundred
and sixty-six (166) chapters were serialized in his Gujrati weRklyajivan The English
version was translated by Mahadev Desai, his personal secietmgi died afgakhans
Palace. Pyarelal translated the reaming chapters 29-48. autobiography appeared
concurrently inYoung Indiafrom 3 December 1925 to 7 February 1929.

The book covers his life from childhood until 1921. It contains ‘Himalayan blunder
Gandhi committed, his struggles with carnal passions, the guilt he felt deeply over his
fathers death and Satyagraha in Soéfhica.

NavajivanTrust reports almost over 60 lakh of English and Hindi copies have been sold
with Malayalam (9.12 lakhs) followed byamil (7.75 lakh).Translated into about 50
languages, the autobiography remains a best-sklleais cross-cultural appeal. Remchandra
Guha writes,

“Gandhi was a rare leader who operated in the light of theBlapublishings his
experiments weekJyhe was inviting his followers to judge him, to criticize him
and to grow with him. It turned politics into a collective moral quest.’



Return to Gandhi

Gandhi and Civil Disobedience. The
Mahatma in Indian Politics 1928-1934.
By Judith M. Brown

(Cambridge University Press, £6.)

Miss Browns second book on Gand
differs from her first Gandhis Rise to
Power Indian Politics 1915-1922in
several ways. It is a political biograph
rather than political history grouped round
biography It has given up the die-har

depths of support it gathered have been well
mapped with relevant statistics on prices
and prosecutions. Local issues and crives
came to the fore, exces, and only Hindu
urban areas in Bombay citlfour provinces,
hiand only Hindu urban areas in them, were
most afected. The NWFP was a special
case.The Thakurdas papers throw light on
ythe motive and extent of mereantile support.
a’he Bombay cloth-dealers were pressing for
dcompromise by September 193The high

Namierite approach for a more
sympathetic view of Gandhi and|a
more perceptive analysis of hi
ideas. Fully attentive to the loc
of polities in the contemporar
Cambridge tradition, she tries
integrate the localitythe provinc
and the nation in contrast not o

degree of social solidarity among
the Guijarat patidars explains the
tenacity of struggle in that
province as that of the Mahisya
community of Midnapur explains
the success of the campaign
against the Chaukidari tax in
Bengal.The situation in U.Phas

to the simplistic explanation of Indianbeen analyzed in the context of agricultural
politcs as an encounter betweerslump, acute cash problems and zamindar
imperialism and nationalism but also to thgpeasant relations. Satyagraha against for
more sophis treated explanation in terms @&fstlaws rocked C.P as excise issues
regional diversities and local drives whichdominated Madras and Bihdbeep support
denies nationalist inspiration. Lastshe has developed where local leaders adapted the
put primary stress on changes in Garslhicampaign to local need¥he major factors
leadership position rather than on the civibehind loss of elan were exhaustion of
disobedience campaign itself. Congressmen, withdrawal of financial

The regional variations in the formssupport by merchants and Muslim
which civil disobedience took and theneutrality
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Gandhi was now called upon to perfor
the role of a negotiator which he hesitated

take in view of Jawaharla’known hostility
But Irwin’'s shrewd bait of a responsib
federal centre and Motila’death made th
son vulnerable to the elder marihfluence.

The leftists refused to consider the Gand
Irwin pact as peace with honour and forc

him to accept the Karachi resolutions
fundamental rights. Subhash Bose ope
challenged his leadership.

A new cold wind blew with

nmPrinces, now indferent to the federal idea,
tthe Muslims, insistent on prior provincial
autonomy with safeguards even Runjab
eand Bengal, and the depressed classes,
e clamouring for a separate share of Hindu
power? The minorities gang-up was
hskilfully stoked by Hoare, and the
edetermined stand of the conservative
omajority for British interests and financial
nlgontrol, the ramifications of which have
been revealed byomlinson.
The second phase of the movement

Willingdon’s assumption of power and thescarcely took df Bengali terrorism, Pathan

Congress could hope for no mo
concessionsAn irate Jawaharlal, who le
the no-rent campaign in U,PandV. Patel

who spoke for the Gujarati peasants (whosaptions were curtailed by

lands had been for feited and sold), on
one hand and Emerson and Haijley the

research for identity and U.Reasant unrest
d were dificult to reconcile in a stifling
atmosphere of “Ordinance raj.” Gandghi’
the drastic
theepression let loose byvillingdon, who
refused to see Gandhi even at Homre’

other made the 'one man policing' of thenstance, colling him‘a short of Jckyll &

pact impossible for Gandhi, He advisedHyde’,
caution to his clients which lost them rur
Pandey’ unpublished Oxforg
leade

support.
thesis reveals the Congress
ambivalence towards Kisan agitatiofhe

August Sattlement reflects the conflictin

pulls on Gandhi.
Miss Brown is rightly critical of his
absorption in such minor details whi

important constitutional talks were going ¢

in London.
But, in the changed political context
the second R.T., with the Tories

dominating a national Goverment,

ha

and ‘the most Machiavellian
abamgaing lettle humbug | have ever come
across."The Congress programme of action,
rehanged since 1929, was losing its appeal
when constitutional proposals were going to
gbear fruit. The movement did not strike
local roots except in certain areas, such as
West Bengal, where local grievances, like
eresettlement of the Chaukdari tax, could still
brbe exploited. In U.Pthe no-rent campaign
faltered as prices began to rise Government
ofmade  remissions. The Sikhs were
indifferent. The reserves of morale and
wfinance were running out in Mahadev

could he hope to hold his own against th®esais admission.The Raj did not need
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Gandhi but a reforms package to ensurBwarajya Party and the Nationalist Party
support from its collaborators—Muslimswere notices to quit.The Congress no
and the depressed classes—through langer cared for unity but was being pulled
CommunalAward. in different directions by Ansari and
The Poona Pact, following Gandhi Malaviya on the issue of the Communal
fast, was much resented by the Bengahward. If Gandhi liked councilentry little,
Hindus. The new role of Gandhi, the he liked socialism less and felt troubled by
champion of the untouchables, was| @s increasing appeal.
political disaster for the bhadralekihe Civil disobedience was, howeyearot an
white paper drew the moderates, somentire failure. Gandhi provided the Congress
Congressmen and the nationalist Muslimsith a padigree. It became an active all
together to push the cause of conciliamdia party with grass root fifations and
polities, if only to prevent reactionariesan aura of struggle and sacrifice. Its
from capturing the new seats of powerreputation was registered in the elections of
Gandhis  individual Satyagraha  on 1937-67. Its legacy was politcal capital on
constructive programme was the pathetioshich the Congress was to live for three
response of a man placed unenviablynore decades. Nor did Gandhretirement
between constitutionalists, eager for | anean complete &fcement. His hand drafted
settlement, and the Congress, incapable tie new constitution of the Congress and
leading a mass campaign correctly men still held the majority of it$Vorking
Shastri bluntly asked him to retire so a€ommittee, a fact which Subhas ignored to
to clear the deck and the formation of théis cost afTripuri.

—Amalesh Tripathi

People gather on the banks of the Sabarmati River to hear Mahatma Gandhi speak before starting

out on the Salt March in 1930
D



Economic and Social Change
Their Inequality

Prof. Nirmal Kumar Basu

I ntroduction were transient phenomena in the political

Nineteen years after the attainment ofistory of the land. In the past, movement
independence, the problem of nationafrom one part of the country to another was
integration has been exercising the minds| difficult; so that it is natural that in a
India’s leaders in a rather distressingopulous country like India, with numerous
manner Many suggestions have been maddistinctive geographical regions, there
so that the spirit of nationalism may becomshould grow up many kingdoms instead of a
more firm than it is todayAs students of| single, permanentt&e.
social science, we should therefore try to Yet, it is interesting that Indians in the
find out what exactly is the situation, andpast succeeded in building up a cultural
what are the problems involved in it. unity based on religion, social systems and

| am extremely grateful to the Directora, more or less, uniform body of lawghis
of the Indian Institute oAdvanced 8idies | has  been rightly = emphasized by
in Simla for this opportunity of doing a little Radhakumud  Mookherji in  his The
loud thinking in this connexion. Fundamental Unity of India(London,

In general usage, a nation is |d914), and by Gertrude Emerson Sen in
community which inhabits a commonher Cultural Unity of India (The
territory, lives under one t8te, i.e. shares Publications Division, Govt. of India,
one administration, and is also marked b$956). Life in the villages was ruled by
certain commonness in cultur&éhe latter | caste panchayats and colleges of Brahmins.
often result from frequent The latter were under the direct authority
intercommunication, and living under oreof local kings, or ofmutts of one religious
political or administrative system. denomination or anotheEven in the latter

From this point of view India was| case, the ultimate executive authority
hardly a nation before the advent of Britistrested with the king.
rule. Undoubtedly laye parts of the countr It is not our intention to deal with the
were occasionally brought under commorpast of India, but with what happened to
rule as underAsoka or Akbar; but thesel India after it passed under British rule.
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Nature of the Impact on Caste
The British first came to India fo
commercial purposes.They had been
preceded by the Portuguese, Dutch and
French.The French became involved in tf
political affairs of the country; and so wer
the British after them.

Railways were built in India in the
middle of the nineteenth centuryhis had
been preceded by a uniformity
administration.There was peace in the lan
people took to education, migrated frg
villages to the towns which grew in numpe
and began to make their living by wh
might be called non-caste occupatior
Services in administration or commerci
houses were thrown open indar numbers
to men of all castes; and people flocked
them when their traditional, heredita
occupations no longer dided.

Thus Brahmins became engineers
physicians, Sudras became schoolmaster
tradesmen and so oW new opportunity
was thus thrown open to those who had
advantage of education in the fast growi
towns; and a professional middle cla
began to grow up in various parts of t
country This class gathered within its fol
men from many castes, but not from &
Some caste occupations had been serio
dislocated by the spread of Britis

commerce and industrgthers had been less
r affected by it. Moreoveras a lage fraction
of the population still remained rural, where
thiée continued to be governed by the rules of
necaste, even those who came to towns
eshowed a degree of preference or avoidance
of particular kinds of urban occupation
> available in towns without reserve, and
drifted into chosen ones, just as they also
nfdrifted to particular localities in the cities.*
d, The villages were also altered in
ncharacterA large part of its elite passed out
2rfrom  them, many of the services or
apleasures which were available when the
ngich lamgely lived in their village homes
alvere thus removed. But a deeper change
also began to &ct the life of those who
teemained  behind. Agriculture  was
ryprincipally, though not wholly for local
consumption in the past. But with the
agrowth of British commerce and its
saonsequent network of roads and railways
agriculture lagely became commercialized
thel over India. Some parts began to grow
ngotton or jute, some mainly oilseeds, or
sexclusively rice and so oithis snapped the
heraditional interdependence between those
dwho still practised caste-based occupations.
IBut the advantage was that this change in
uslgriculture could now cater to a dgr
hpopulation per square mile of land than was

* See, for instance,

Bose, Nirmal Kumar : ‘CalcuttaA Premature Metropolish Scientific American September 1965. Pp.

90-102.
also ‘A Social Survey of Calcuttah Science and

Culter Vol. 31, Pp. 594-605, December 1965.
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perhaps possible in earlier time3his
statement may perhaps be questioned;
one thing is certainith increased mobility
of occupation, and a promise of bett
profit, the standard of living and comfo
among favoured sections of the commun

tended to riseThe distance between the ric
méreedom, and the need of building up a new

and the poor also tended to beco
aggravated. And those who could
accumulate money tended to hived @fto
the towns, as others belonging to the up
castes and already done.

Unequal Economic Change

he facts outlined above are so well kno
that they need not have been repeated
the present context, except for a ve
special reason. Several distinguish
anthropologists or  sociologists  arn
economic historians have made a spe
study of changes brought about in Indi
society by the spread of the British form

rttheir

important for our present purposes is that
betonomic change did not fa€t different
parts of the country to the same extent. If
eeconomic dkcts were unequal, so were
social accompanimentsAnd this
ityjnequality has had grave consequences upon
hindian life and politics as she gained her

life under the stress of modern world
conditions became more and morgent.

per Due to the pressure of modern life and

British rule, not only did dferent parts of
the country like Bengal and Uttar Pradesh,
Maharashtra and Madras, Punjab and Bihar

wibehave diferently; but diferent parts of the

Bengali or Bihari speaking population also
ryeacted in a very unequal mann€his has
edlready been hinted at in a previous section;

1dbut the importance or significance of this
ciadequality becomes greater as we come

amearer our times, and watch political events
ofn the country as India tries to build up a new

commercial capitalism. But what i

s Constitution, and through it, a new society
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-l e STUDENTS' SHAME

“I have a fear that the modern girl loves to be Juliet to half a dozen Romeos. She loves
adventure....She dresses not to protect herself from wind, rain and sun, but to attract attention. She
improves upon Nature by painting herself and looking extraordifiie non-violent way is not for

such girls.”

There is a most pathetic letter from a college girl in the Punjab lying on my file for
nearly two monthsWant of time was but an excuse for shirking the answer to the girl’
guestion. Somehow or othémwas avoiding the task, though | knew the ansWieranwhile,
| received another letter from a sister of great experience, and | felt that | could no longer
evade the duty of dealing with the college ginery real dificulty. Her letter is written in
chaste Hindustani. | must try to do as much justice as | can to the \dtieh gives me a
perfect picture of her deep feeling. Here is my rendering of a portion of the letter :

“To girls and grown-up women there come times, in spite of their wish to the conthary they
have to venture out alone, whether they are going from one place to another in the samé&aity
one town to anotheAnd when they are thus found alone, evil-minded people pester Tiem.use
improper or even indecent language, whilst they are passidgbyf fear does not check them, they
do not hesitate to take further libertyshould like to know what part non-violence can play on such
occasionsThe use of violence is, of course, there. If the girl or the woman hfisientf courage,
she will what resources she has and teach miscreants a [Eesgrcan, at least, kick up a row that
would draw the attention of the people around, resulting in the miscreants being horse-whipped. But
| know that the result of such treatment would be merely to postpone the agbaypermanent cure.
Where you know the people who misbehave, | feel sure that they will listen to reason, to the gesture
of love and humility But what about a fellow cycling bwysing foul language on seeing a girl or a
woman unaccompanied by a male companim? have no opportunity of reasoning with hifinere

)
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is no likelihood of your meeting him agaiviou may not even recognise hilYou do not know his
addressWhat is a poor girl or a woman to do in such cases! By way of example, | want to give you
my own experience of last night 26th Octobdewas going with a girl companion of mine, on a very
special errand, at about 7-30NP. It was impossible to secure a male companion at the time, and the
errand could not be putfofOn the waya Sikh young man passed by on his cycle, and continued to
murmur something till we were within hearing distangsfe. knew that it was aimed at We felt hurt
and uneasyThere was no crowd on the road. Before we had gone a few paces, the cyclist returned.
We recognised him at once whilst he was still at a respectful distance. He wheeled towards us, heaven
knows whether he had intended to get down or merely pass Weuslt that we were in dangéte
had no faith in our physical prowess. | myself am weaker than the average girl. But in my hands | had
a big book. Somehow or otherourage came to me all of a sudden. | hurled the heavy book at the
cycle and roared out: ‘Dare you repeat your pranks? He could wiittuttif keep his balance, put on
speed and fled from us. Noif | had not flung the book at his cycle, he might have harassed us by
his filthy language to the end of our journ@his was an ordinaryperhaps, insignificant occurrence;
but | wish you could come to Lahore and listen to thBadities of us, unfortunate girl¥ou would
surely discover a proper solution. First of all, tell me hiomthe circumstances mentioned above, can
girls apply the principle oBhimsaand save themselves. Secondifat is the remedy for curing
youth of the abominable habit of insulting womenfol&u would not suggest that we should wait
and sufer till a new generation, taught from the childhood to be polite to their womenfolk, comes into
being.The government is either unwilling or unable to deal with this socialBwl.big leaders have
no time for questions. Some, when they hear of a girl bravely castigating ill-behaved youth, say :
‘Well done.That is the way all girls should behavBdmetimes, a leader is found cloquently lecturing
against such mis-behaviour of students. But no one applies himself continuously to the solution of
this serious problem.

—Harijan, December31, 1938
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DIRECTOR-SECRETARY’S REPORT

on
the Programmes and Activities af
Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore
from October, 2025 to March, 2026

B In House Activities :
1. Observance of Mahatma Gandhi’'s 158 Birth Anniversary (02.10.2025) :

To commemorate the occasion of the 156tk
Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi, t
Sangrahalaya ganized a short program
at its premises, attended by the lof#
citizens of Barrackpore and its adjacds
areas, owing to the festive ambience
Vijaya Dashami.

The programme commenced with the

# | offering of tribute to Gandhiji by garlanding
| his photograph.This was followed by the
| WelcomeAddress delivered by the Director

Secretary of the Sangrahalaylghe esteemed

L = & itizens of Barrackpore who attended the
programme delivered their valuable speeches one after angidngng homage to
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At the conclusion of the programme, one of Maha
Gandhis favourite hymns, ‘®ishnaba Janatewas
performed.

2. Deliberation of 26" ‘Mahatma Gandhi Memorial Oration’ (25.10.2025) :
As part of the celebration of the 156th Biimniversary of Mahatma Gandhi, the
Sangrahalaya ganized a programme Q 3
the occasion of the 26th Mahatma Gan
Memorial Oration on October 25, 2025,
the auditorium of the Sangrahalaya.
The programme commenced with t
offering of tribute to Gandhiji by
garlanding his photograph.This was|

followed by theWelcomeAddress delivered
by Dr. Pratik Ghosh, DirecteBecretary of the
Sangrahalaya.At the beginning of the
programme, an opening song was presented
=P by the invited singerSmt. Gopa Niyogi.

Dr. Maya Ghosh, Member of the Gang
Smarak Sangrahalaya Managi
Committee, presided over the programr
Shri Ashish Kumar Lihiri, an eminen
writer, translator lexicographer and
independent researcher in history and
philosophy of science, delivered the 2¢
Mahatma Gandhi Memorial Oration.
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Dr. Kalyan Rudra, Chairman of th&/est

Bengal Pollution Control Board, graced i
occasion as a Special Guest. [~
members of the Managing Committee
the Sangrahalaya, namely Shri Deboj
Dutta, Shri Abhik Kumar Dey and Dr
Snehasis Surwere also present at tig
programme. ‘

Q The programme concluded with\&te of
| Thanks delivered by Dr Snehasis Sur
)l Member of the Managing Committee of the

Sangrahalaya, an eminent journalist, @
President of the Kolkata Press CIy | |
followed by a closing song performed |
the singer Smt. Gopa Niyogi.

with  joint
Gandhi
Patna in Bihar and Gand|

G
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Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackpor&\iest
Bengal.The significant national gatheri
brought together Directors and Secreta
of recognized Gandhi Museums fro
across India.
Among the distinguished participants weg:
Dr. A. Annamalai, Director of Natlon
Gandhi Museum, New Delhi; Meghshya
Ajgaonkar and Sajeev Rajan from Mg$,
Bhavan Gandhi Sangrahalaya, Mumbai,

Vibha Gupta from Magan Sangrhalayéardah; K. R. Nanda Rao and M. Senthil Kumar
from Gandhi Memorial Museum, Madurasif Wasi from Gandhi Sangrahalaya, Patna; Dr
Virat Kothari of Gandhi Museum at Sabarmfsghram Ahmedabad; and DPratik Ghosh
and Sudipta Dey from Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya Barrackiyese Bengal.

The flrst phase of the meeting commenced on November 5 at Gandhi Sangrahalaya,
Patna in the presence of.RaziAhmad, who delivered the welcome address. Delegates
presented reports on the current status of their respective institutions and engaged in
detailed discussions on  collaborative
initiatives,  financial  sustainability and
strategic planningThis phase continued until
November 6.

On November 7, delegates arrived in
Kolkata and visited Beliaghata Gandhi
Bhavan, a site closely associated with the

legacy of Mahatma Gandhi in Beng@he
visit took place in the presence of.[
Sankar Kumar Sanyal, President Afi
India Harijan Sevak Sangh and a memge
of Gandhi Smarak  Sangrahala
Barrackpore.
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The concluding phase of the Forum was held on November 8 at Gandhi Smarak
Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore. Delegates were given a guided tour of the museum galleries,
followed by a welcome address by. Banyal. Key discussions focused on future strategies,
intermuseum collaboration, and resource sharing among Gandhi institutions nationwide.

The meeting concluded with a vote of thanks delivered jointly by/&ifriWasi and Dr
Pratik Ghosh, while DrA. Annamalai formally declared the session closed.

Date: 7-8 November, 2025
| Venue - Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya,
Barrackpore




Gandhi Nevs/ ali&! 71a% a Vol. 20, No. 3 & 40 S(3RE, 203¢-W5, 303

4. Inauguration of a Special Exhibition on ‘Two Great Personalities in Serial Numbers
of Indian Currency and Postage Stamps & Coins - Yugpurush Swami Vivekananda
and Mahatma Gandhi’ On the occasion of the 163rd Birth Anniversary of Swami
Vivekananda (12/01/2026) :
Marking the 163rd BirtiAnniversary of|
Swami Vivekananda, a week-lon
special exhibition titled“Two Great
Personalities in Serial Numbers
Indian Curency and Postage&@nps & | g
Coins — Yigpuush Swami Mekananda

.‘n

and Mahatma Gandhitvas inaugurateq
at Gandhi Smarak Sangrahala
Barrackpore on 12 Januar026.

~| The exhibition showcased rare and
fascinating representations of  Swami
Vivekananda and Mahatma Gandhi as
depicted in Indian currency notes, postage
3F stamps, and coins, highlighting their enduring
‘hj E legacy in the natios’ cultural and historical

= o consciousness.

w L D \¥
The inaugural ceremony was graced gEtel®

eminent collector and researcher Basu
Gangopadhyay whose dedicated fefts g
have significantly contributed to th
development of this unique theme. He W

felicitated by the museum in recognition
his invaluable workThe Special Guest o

J the occasion was Joydeep Ghosh, Deputy
Director of the Directorate ofreasuries &
Accounts, Government diVest Bengal.

The programme witnessed enthusiastic
| participation from students, headmasters, and
| | teachers of several local institutions, including
BarrackporeA.B. Model School, Barrackpore
| Girls’ High  School, and Talpukur

Kshetramohan High School.
8% ’
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At the outset, Dr Pratik Ghosh]
DirectorSecretary of the museu
addressed the gathering and elabore
on the significance of the exhibition.
emphasized how the ideals ajfe
philosophies of SwamiVivekanandal
and Mahatma Gandhi collective
inspired Indias freedom movement a
shaped the natios’history

The cultural segment of the prognama added vibrancy to the evewntrtistes from
Anandadhara Sangsthgresented a group song, followed by a wreath-laying ceremony
before the portraits of the two great personalities.
{ Students  of Nrityakala Academy performed
Vivekananda ®iti through a graceful dance
presentation. A solo dance performance by
Sucharita Gangulydepicting Gandhijs favourite
bhajan ‘Vaishnava Jana @, captivated the
audience.
e Adding an educational dimension, Joydeep
¥ Ghosh and his team demonstrated simple and
engaging mathematical techniques for the students through interactive exercises.
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The inaugural function concluded with a closing song by the artistésafidadhara
Sangstha The exhibition was thereafter opened to shiseand visitors, &éring a
unique glimpse into the intersection of histoculture, and numismatics.

m Outreach Pogramme :

1. Participation of Gandhi

Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore at the 49

International Kolkata Book Fair 2026 (23/01/205—-03/02/2026)

The Sangrahalaya activel:
Kolkata Book Fair 2026
Lake, Kolkata by setting u
attention of visitors
The International Kolkatg_

? mmmm

>sﬁ—mﬂi@czre

platform for the| &

collection of publication
legacy of Mahatma Gandh(}
books, |nclud|ng ;

participated in the 49International
held in the Book Fair Ground, Salt
a dedicated book stall, drawing the
| scholars, and students alike.

Book Fair known as one of the

1 in the world, provided an ideal

Sangrahalaya to showcase its rich
centered on the life, philosophgnd

| The stall featured a wide range of
Jed| publications, research-based works,
| on Indias freedom movement and

=)
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The initiative aimed to promote awarend
about Gandhian philosophy among \\
younger generation and to encourg8

reading habits rooted in historiruth, and
non-violence. Visitors showed kee
interest in the curated collection, WI
many engaging in meaningful discussiq
on Gandhian thoughts and their relevaie \
in contemporary society
Students, researchers, and general reaf
from different parts ofMest Bengal visited W &
the stall, making it a vibrant hub of intellectual exchanbee presence of museum
representatives further enriched the experience,
as they guided visitors through the publications
and shared insights into the activities of the
3y Sangrahalaya.

The participation of Gandhi Smarak
1 Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore in this prestigious
book fair not only strengthened its outreach

- beyond museum walls but also reinforced its

commitment to preserving and dlssemlnatlng the values of Mahatma Gandhi among the
masses.

. Participation in the National Seminar at State Museum, Ranchi (19/02/2@2-20/02/
2026) :
A two-day National Seminar oiMuseums
as Catalyst for Cultural durism and the
Local Economy’was held on February 19
20, 2026 at the t8te Museum, Ranch
JharkhandThe seminar was ganized by

|| the Sate Museum, Ranchi with the objective
{| of exploring the role of museums in
promoting cultural tourism and strengthening
local economies.

Among the distinguished speakers, . Dr
Pratik Ghosh, DirecteBecretary of Gandhi
Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore, delivered
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a lecture on‘Museums as Catalyst for Culturalotlirism
and the Local EconomyAn Indian Perspective with

| Special Refance to Wst Bengal.” His presentation
highlighted the evolving role of museums as dynamic
institutions that contribute not only to cultural preservation
% but also to sustainable tourism and regional economic
development.

The seminar withessed participation from scholars,
museum professionals, academicians, and cultural
practitioners from various parts of the countfhe
sessions were marked by insightful deliberations, exchange
. of ideas, and discussions on innovative strategies for
enhancing the relevance and outreach of museums in contemporary.society
In addition to the academic sessions, the programme featured cultural performances by
renowned artists and local cultural groups, showcasing the rich and diverse heritage of
JharkhandThese performances added a vibrant dimension to the seminar and reflected
the intrinsic link between museums, culture, and community engagement.

The National Seminar concluded successfuydtgviding a valuable platform for dialogue
and collaboration among stakeholders in the museum and cultural sectors.

m Group Visit :

1. Educational Visit by Students in the Month of October, 2025 :
On October 17, 2025, a group o4 first- ,\Nnm s 7
semester students from varioug . *M—— ]
departments of Regent Education and :
Research Foundation, located in North d
24 Parganas district visited Gandhif""
Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore as
of their institutional educational taufhe
students were accompanied by their fac
members. '

During the visit, the group was provided
with a comprehensive guided tour of the
museum galleries, enabling them to gain
insights into the life, activities, and
philosophy of Mahatma Gandhi, as well as
the broader narrative of Ind&’ freedom
movement. Following the gallery visit, the

)
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students attended a documentary f
screening on the Indian Freedg
Movement, which further enriched th
understanding of the historical context a
significance  of the struggle f
independence.

2. Educational Visits by Students in the Month of November, 2025 (10 & 13 November
2025) :
During the second week of November 2025, Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore
witnessed visits by several groups of college and school students as part of their
academic and co-curricular activities.

O On November 10, 2025a group of25 B.Ed. students from Madhyamgram B.Ed.
College visited the museum as part of their educational programme.

QO Subsequentlyon November 13, 2025a group of 35 students from Nawabganj Girls’
High School visited the museu
accompanied by their teachers, as par
their co-curricular activities.

During both visits, the students we
provided with guided tours across

galleries of the museum by the $t
members, enabling them to g3g
comprehensive insights into the |if;
philosophy and contributions of Mahatm &
Gandhi and the broader context of Indi
freedom movement. In addition to tf
gallery visits, documentary film screenin{ &

G
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on the Indian Freedom Movement were arranged for both groups, which further
enhanced their understanding of the historical significance of the pd&iede visits

served as valuable educational experiences, fostering awareness and appreciation among
students regarding the natisnheritage and the ideals of Mahatma Gandhi.

3. Educational Visit by Students in the Month of December, 2025 :
During December 2025, Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore witnessed a series
of educational visits by school students fronfetgnt institutions, reflecting the growing
interest among young learners in understanding Isdigstory and heritage.

QO On December 11, 2025a group of 120 students of Class Il from Modern English
Academy School, Barrackpore and Bmuw
anothergroup of 52 students of Classe i
VIIl and IX from Joynagar Pollisree [
Vidyaniketan in Howrah district visited

298|

the Sangrahalaya along with their teaching
staf as part of their edudanal excursion.

9
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students and 12 faculty members fro
Noapara Bhramhamoyee W.B. Schoo
visited the museum for a simild
educational programme.
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O Further on December 23, 2025a lage
group comprising 170 students and
faculty members from Panchasayar
Siksha Niketan H.S., Kolkatavisited the
Sangrahalaya, bringing vibrant enthusial
and curiosity to the museum environme
During all these visits, the students We 4
provided with guided tours of the muse

| galleries by the sthimembers, déring them
valuable insights into the life, philosoptand
4 contributions of Mahatma Gandhi, as well as
the broader narrative of Ind&’ freedom
movement. Each visit also included
documentary film screenings on the Indian

Freedom Movement, which furthg
enriched the students’ understanding of
historical context and significance of tigd
struggle  for independence. Thesef :
educational excursions proved to be hig
enriching experiences for the studer

: fostering  awareness,  curiosity and

4 appreciation for the natios’heritage. It is
hoped that such visits will inspire young
o Minds to imbibe the values of truth, non-
violence, and service as exemplified by
B Mahatma Gandhi.

23 Dec2025, 11:38 am -

=)
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4. Educational Visit by Students in the Month of January, 2026 :
During January 2026, Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore continued to receive
visits from diverse groups of students from various educational institutions, reflecting its
role as an important centre for experiential learning and historical awareness.

O OnJanuary 3, 2026 a group of students

2026 by students from Loreto Collegl
Kolkata.

A FATEFUL JOURNEY

O On January 8, 2026 students from Tltagarh Girls’ High School (Urdu Medium),
located in North 24 ps = Parganas district, visited
the museum as part ¢ ~ | their educational activities.

CHILD|
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| 13, 2026 a group of
| visited the Sangrahalaya,
outreach initiative of the

O Subsequentlyon January
specially-abled children [
marking an inclusive
institution.

Q Further visits included a group of students fr&ital Kumari Girls’ High School in
Hooghly district on January 20, 2026
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O OnJanuary 22, 2026 students from Assembly
of Christ School, Barrackpore visited D
Sangrahalaya. ¢

QO The series of visits concluded with a group fré¢hardah Priyanath Girls’ High
. School, North 24 Parganas districton
January 30, 2026

During these visits, the students were provided guided tours of the museum galleries by
the staf members, dering them insights into the life, philosoplgnd contributions of
Mahatma Gandhi and Ind&freedom movement. Documentary film screenings on the
Indian Freedom Movement were also arranged, enhancing their understanding through

@
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visual learning.These visits collectively contributed to promoting historical awareness,
inclusivity, and value-based education among students, further strengthening the
outreach initiatives of Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore.

5. Educational Visit by Students inthe Month of February, 2026 :
During February 2026, Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore continued its
commitment to educational outreach by hosting several groups of students fienendif
institutions, providing them with meaningful learning experiences related to dndia’
history and heritage.

O Bedibhawan Rabitirtha Vidyalaya, a
Bengali-medium Higher Secondary Schg
located in Kalyani, Nadia district,
organized an educational excursion for

L] primary section students at the Sangrahalaya.
Accordingly, on February 7 and February 9,
2026, groups of students from Classes IV and
- -\, along with their teachers, visited the
museum.Nearly 300 students participated in this educational. tour
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O Subsequentlyon February 16, 2026 a group of52 students and 6 faculty members
from Bora Junior High School, located at Chhota Jagulia in North 24 Parganas
district, visited the Sangrahalaya as part of their educational excursion.

" . % e 5 = & "

O Further on February 21, 2026, 45 students along with 12 teachers from Noapara
Brahmamayee Vidyalayavisited the museum for a similar programme.
During all these visits, the students were provided guided tours of the galleries by the
museum stdf offering valuable insights into the life, philosoptand contributions of
Mahatma Gandhi, as well as the broader narrative of kdi@edom movement.

G
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Documentary film screenings were al
arranged, providing a vivid understanding
the historical events associated with {.
struggle for independencelhese visit
served as enriching educatio
experiences, particularly for young stude

of truth, non-violence, and resilience
exemplified by Mahatma Gandhi.

6. Educational Visit by Students in the Month of March, 2026 :
During March 2026, Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore continued to play a
significant role in educational outreach by hosting a variety of student groups and
organizing inclusive learning experiences aimed at promoting awareness ofs India’
freedom movement and the ideals of Mahatma Gandhi.

O On March 6, 2026 the Sangrahalaya hostédB8 students and 9 teachers from
Barrackpore Girls’ Primary School.
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O On March 12, 2026 a group of 50 students from Talpukur Girls’ Primary School
visited the museum as part of an educational excursion.

=

e 3 =
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O An inclusive educational initiative wa
undertaken orMarch 20, 2026 when a

Institute for the Empowerment of ?7‘
Persons with Intellectual Disabilities F##-2A
(Divyangjan), Bonhooghly, visited theZ% i
museum. Special arrangements, includ
the use of sign language and visual a
were made to facilitate fefctive

communication. The trainees activel

G



Gandhi Nevs/ ali&! 71a% a Vol. 20, No. 3 & 40 S(3RE, 203¢-W5, 303

engaged with the exhibits and gained insights into Gandhian ideals through accessible
and interactive methods.

the Department of Political Science o

Sreerampur Girls’ College visited thej
Sangrahalaya.

O Further on March 29, 2026 a Scout group from Ichapore Nawabganj Scout Group
visited the museum.
During all these visits, guided tours and documentary film screenings were arranged,
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ensuring that participants gained both visual and contextual understanding of historical
events. These activities significantly contributed to fostering historical awareness,
inclusivity, and value-based education among students and young learners.

m Mobile Exhibitions :

Mobile Museum Initiative Brings History Alive at Purash Kanpur Haridas Nandi
Mahavidyalaya, Amta in Howrah district (10.02.2026) :

In a remarkable &rt to bridge the gaffe. -

between museums and rural educati l"; f
Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackp
organized a day-long Mobile Exhibition a
educational programme at Purash Kanp
Haridas Nandi Mahavidyalaya imrAmta,
Howrah district on 10 Februarg026.

India’s rich cultural and historical heritage
often remains inaccessible to students in
remote areas due to limited resources and

opportunitiesAddressing this concern, t
museum has been actively running
Mobile Museum initiative since 201
under the project titled“Swatantrata

G
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the doorstep of students. .
This unique initiative, inspired by th gt
ideals of Mahatma Gandhi and ot
national leaders, seeks to make the sto
India’s freedom movement engaging
accessible through interactive exhibitiol = |
and educational activities. Over the yeg :
the project has successfully reached ne
! 'r’\ ll [ ™ 100 educational institutions acrosg/est
“ .

inspiration for rural students.

As part of this ongoing endeavow team
from Gandhi Smarak  Sangrahalaya,
Barrackpore visited the campus of Purash
Kanpur Haridas Nandi Mahavidyalaya in
Amta, Howrah district and presented a special
exhibition titled “From Mohan to
Mahatma”. The exhibition featured rar
photographs, authentic historic
information, replicas of Gandhig’ daily-
use items, a miniature model of tiearkha
and photocopies of letters written by hi
offering students a vivid glimpse into t
life and philosophy of Mahatma Gandhi. §

The programme also included a
documentary film screening focusing on the
history of Indias independence, particularly
highlighting the significance of Barrackpore.
An engaging Audio-Visual Spot Quiz on
Gandhiji's life and contributions was
conducted with enthusiastic participation from
students of the institute and nearby schools.

S |
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o

The event concluded on a high NG
with the distribution of medals t
students who performed well in tHiR!
quiz, encouraging them to furth i
explore the natios’ history The
day-long programme not only ma
learning interactive and enjoyab
but also left a lasting impression (
the young minds, bringing the

closer to the rich legacy of Indsafreedom stggle.
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Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya

14, Riverside Road, Barrackpore, Kolkata-700120
m mmmmmci mail : gandhimuseum.1
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